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Ole Miss alumnus Ed Meek, 
namesake of the Meek School 
of Journalism and New Media, 
drew widespread criticism 
after posting commentary and 
a pair of photos to Facebook 
on Wednesday night. Meek, 
a prominent donor and 
former professor, served as 
the university’s assistant vice 
chancellor for public relations 
and marketing for 37 years, 
beginning in 1964.
“Enough, Oxford and Ole Miss 
leaders, get on top of this before 
it is too late,” Meek wrote in his 
Wednesday night post, which 
was attached to two images of 
black women he claimed were 
visiting the Square on Saturday 
night. Critics of the post accused 
Meek of promoting racist and 
sexist beliefs.
Within four hours of its 
posting, Meek’s post had 
garnered more than 500 
comments and 600 shares. 
Meek eventually deleted his post 
after Facebook users continued 
to share the post and express 
their opinions in comments. 
One of those comments came 
from Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter’s 
Facebook account.
Vitter used his personal 
Facebook account to responded 
to Meek’s post, criticizing its 
“racial overtone” and suggesting 
Meek delete the post.
“I must condemn the tone 
and content of Ed Meek’s post 
from earlier today. The photos 
in his (Meek’s) post suggest an 
unjustified racial overtone that is 
highly offensive. Ed, I urge you 
to withdraw your comment and 
apologize to anyone offended,” 
Vitter wrote.
Meek shared an apology for his 
controversial post on Facebook 
just before 8:00 p.m. Wednesday 
night, but he deleted the apology 
shortly afterward.
“I apologize to those offended 
by my post,” Meek wrote in 
the now-deleted apology. “My 
intent was to point out we have a 
problem in The Grove and on the 
Oxford Square.”
When Meek deleted his original 
post and apology, Vitter again 
shared his response on his own 
page. Meek commented there just 
after 11 p.m., apologizing again for 
posting photos of the two women.
“I have done as you requested, 
Chancellor,” Meek wrote. “I am 
sorry I posted those pictures but 
there was no intent to imply a 
racial issue. My intent was to 
highlight we do have a problem 
in The Grove and on the Oxford 
Square.”
When The Daily Mississippian 
called Meek’s cellphone for a 
response, Meek hung up the 
phone.
Over the course of Wednesday 
night, various campus groups and 
Ole Miss alumni echoed Vitter’s 
condemnation of the sentiments 
expressed in Meek’s post. The 
University of Mississippi Black 
Student Union, Associated 
Student Body and Meek School 
of Journalism and New Media all 
released statements in opposition 
to the tone of Meek’s post. UM 
Communications referred to 
“In the Dark” podcast senior 
producer Samara Freemark and 
host Madeleine Baran attracted 
a near-capacity audience to the 
Overby Center for Southern 
Journalism and Politics on 
Wednesday evening.
Their podcast investigates 
the arrest and trial of Curtis 
Flowers, a man who has been 
tried six times for his alleged 
involvement in a 1996 quadruple 
murder at a furniture store in 
Winona.
“The reason he’s been tried 
this many times is … (that) 
although the higher courts 
have, several times, found 
that the prosecutor engaged 
in misconduct, that does not 
stop the prosecutor from being 
able to try the case again,” 
Baran said. “So in this case, the 
(District Attorney) Doug Evans 
has just decided to keep trying 
the case.”
Flowers has been incarcerated 
for the crime since 1997. The first 
three times Flowers was tried, he 
was found guilty and sentenced to 
death, but each of those decisions 
was overturned by the Mississippi 
Supreme Court because of 
prosecutorial misconduct during 
jury selection. The fourth and 
fifth trials Flowers faced ended in 
jury deadlock and, therefore, no 
conviction. In his sixth and final 
trial for his alleged role in the 
homicides, Flowers was convicted 
and sentenced to death in a 
decision that has been upheld and 
recently reaffirmed by the state 
Supreme Court.
“In the Dark” probes the 
prosecution of Curtis Flowers 
and those involved in the Winona 
incident through the 11 episodes 
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U.S. Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith 
spoke to supporters at her Oxford 
campaign office and campaigned 
in the Grove this past weekend. 
She spoke with The Daily 
Mississippian at her Oxford 
campaign office about her plans 
to improve life in Mississippi if 
she is elected.
Hyde-Smith, the first female 
U.S. senator from Mississippi, is 
the incumbent senator who was 
appointed last year by Mississippi 
Gov. Phil Bryant to fill the seat of 
former U.S. Sen. Thad Cochran, 
who resigned because of his 
poor health. She is a native of 
Brookhaven and was formerly 
the Mississippi commissioner of 
agriculture and commerce.
She said one of the strategies 
her office could employ to 
prevent college students from 
leaving the state once they 
graduate — a phenomenon 
commonly known as “brain 
drain” — is making the state 
more economically friendly so 
that recent graduates have more 
job opportunities.
“So many times … (college 
students) may leave initially and 
then return,” Hyde-Smith said. 
“I want them to know that they 
can return to Mississippi and 
be able to raise their (families) 
in an environment they can be 
proud of and (that) they also can 
prosper here economically and 
further their career(s) here, in 
Mississippi.”
She applauded Ole Miss 
for taking a serious look at 
alcohol and drug abuse issues 
and said that a lot of progress 
can be made if people start 
having more intentional and 
honest conversations about the 
dangers of drug abuse on college 
campuses.
“Let’s start by telling students 
to make good decisions 
where drugs and alcohol are 
concerned,” she said. “And 
make that a high priority issue 
— from the parents … (and) 
the counselors to the staff on 
the campuses — that we’ve got 
to address that we know there 
is a little freedom here (at Ole 
Miss). And they’re (students) 
intoxicated with the freedom at 
first, but please don’t (let them) 
get intoxicated with other abuses 
that can go to an extreme.”
At a time when state 
Republican leaders hold varying 
opinions regarding how to deal 
with Confederate monuments 
and the state flag, Hyde-
Smith said she thinks the state 
legislature needs more time to 
study these issues in detail before 
allowing individual citizens to 
make their decisions about what 
to do with Confederate symbols 
official via a vote.
“I still think that this is an 
issue that we need to address. We 
Senator Hyde-Smith visits Oxford, campaigns in Grove
Podcast producers discuss race, criminal justice system
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Supreme Court nominee 
Circuit Judge Brett Kavanaugh’s 
confirmation vote has been 
postponed in light of recent 
allegations of sexual misconduct. 
The 53-year-old has been accused 
by professor Christine Blasey 
Ford of sexual misconduct in an 
incident that occurred more than 
30 years ago.
The Palo Alto University 
professor alleges that she and 
Kavanaugh were both at a party 
during which he corralled her 
into a bedroom and attempted to 
rape her. Not only has Kavanaugh 
denied this allegation but the only 
witness, Mark Judge, has chosen 
to stand by his childhood friend, 
telling the press that he had “no 
recollection” of the events. Some 
may consider this just another “he 
said/she said” story. Others will 
say there is definitely more to the 
incident than meets the eye.
First, I believe that it is 
essential not to intermingle our 
own personal opinions about 
Kavanaugh when defending 
Ford’s story. This isn’t the time 
to discuss his problematic 
stances on abortion, voting rights 
or presidential power. That 
doesn’t help Ford’s narrative 
— it actually does the opposite. 
Essentially, your argument 
would be, “I am supporting Dr. 
Ford, but only because I already 
hate the accused — not because 
it’s right thing to do.
Ford wrote her story in a 
letter sent to U.S. Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein earlier this summer in 
which she detailed the event that 
happened between her and the 
Supreme Court nominee back in 
high school. So the real question 
is: Why has Feinstein been silent 
until now?
The truth is, Ford didn’t just 
come up with this story last week 
or a couple of months ago. She 
has been living with the side 
effects of that incident for most of 
her life. It has affected her ability 
to have healthy relationships with 
men and has left her with PTSD.
Her request is quite simple: 
Have the FBI open an official 
investigation into Kavanaugh, and 
she will tell the world her story.
But that’s not what Republicans 
want. It is quite eerie — yet so 
predictable — how quickly some 
Republican lawmakers rushed 
to defend their nominee. Every 
tactic has been used — from U.S. 
Sen. Lindsey Graham asking 
who paid for Ford’s polygraph 
test to Judicial Crisis Network 
lawyer Carrie Severino referring 
to the alleged assault as simple 
“horseplay.”
For Republicans, this isn’t just 
about ensuring their advantage 
in the judicial branch — it’s also 
about the subconscious defense of 
the “boys will be boys” mentality. 
Several conservative pundits 
have reduced the allegations to 
standard teenage male behavior.
Which is code for “it doesn’t 
matter.”
Sadly, it seems Republicans 
already have the votes to 
nominate Kavanaugh, anyway. 
However, they still want Ford to 
come forward and testify, without 
the investigation. We have seen 
this all before. In 1991, Anita Hill 
testified before the Senate about 
the alleged sexual misconduct of 
her then boss Clarence Thomas, 
but he still was appointed to the 
Supreme Court.
What a world we live in. Hill 
and Ford, two brave, educated 
women, have to prove their 
humanity to a board of people 
who are seemingly dedicated to 
protecting powerful men and 
demonizing victims — especially 
women.
They think we must have 
wanted it — that we should have 
“known better.” Believe me, 
I know what that’s like. Even 
when you are believed, you are 
rewarded with a lecture on what 
you did wrong.
We should learn from our 
historical mistakes — not 
repeat them. Ford will simply 
be walking into a lion’s den 
without the backing of the FBI. 
Men of power tore Hill apart in 
front of the world, and they will 
do the same to Ford. Because 
to them, women like Hill and 
Ford deserve to be humiliated, 
and men like Kavanaugh and 
Thomas deserve to sit on the 
highest court in the land.
Sue Patton-Bey is a senior 
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her then boss Clarence Thomas, 
but he still was appointed to the 
Supreme Court.
What a world we live in. Hill 
and Ford, two brave, educated 
women, have to prove their 
humanity to a board of people 
who are seemingly dedicated to 
protecting powerful men and 
demonizing victims — especially 
women.
They think we must have 
wanted it — that we should have 
“known better.” Believe me, 
I know what that’s like. Even 
when you are believed, you are 
rewarded with a lecture on what 
you did wrong.
We should learn from our 
historical mistakes — not 
repeat them. Ford will simply 
be walking into a lion’s den 
without the backing of the FBI. 
Men of power tore Hill apart in 
front of the world, and they will 
do the same to Ford. Because 
to them, women like Hill and 
Ford deserve to be humiliated, 
and men like Kavanaugh and 
Thomas deserve to sit on the 
highest court in the land.
Sue Patton-Bey is a senior 
journalism and Arabic major 
from Oxford.
need to take a look at it,” Hyde-
Smith said.“We need to have 
research that indicates what each 
side is saying, and … the people 
should stand up and vote on that. 
Coming from the legislature, I 
am definitely of the opinion that 
people need to have a voice in 
… and an opportunity in that 
(decision).”
Hyde-Smith said college 
students fit in to her campaign 
because she wants to create 
economic opportunities for 
everyone in the state, including 
recent college graduates. She likes 
that many college campuses have 
their own business incubators 
for students and that universities 
are becoming more focused on 
helping college students create 
their own businesses.
“There are so many 
opportunities for entrepreneurs 
here, but someone needs to 
help them (students) be guided 
in that direction and provide 
real services, real substance 
… (Congress must) create the 
environment … (in which it) can 
help you (students) through these 
plans,” she said.
Hyde-Smith is running against 
state Sen. Chris McDaniel 
and former U.S. Secretary of 
Agriculture Mike Espy. The 
special election will be on Nov. 6.
29583
HYDE-SMITH
continued from page 1
U.S. Sen. Cindy Hyde-Smith speaks to reporters moments after Gov. Phil Bryant 
selected her to succeed fellow Republican Thad Cochran in the U.S. Senate in 
Brookhaven.
PHOTO COURTESY: AP PHOTO | ROGELIO V. SOLIS
Time to stop protecting men, vilifying victims
of season two, each of which is 
approximately an hour long. The 
podcast investigates multiple 
aspects of the case, including jury 
selection, evidence and inmate 
confessions.
Season two of “In the Dark” 
seeks to answer why Flowers has 
been tried six times.
Charles Overby, chairman 
of the Overby Center, invited 
Freemark and Baran to campus 
and facilitated their discussion of 
the podcast with students and the 
campus community.
“Here at Ole Miss, this is a good 
forum to talk about this form of 
journalism and the subject at 
hand,” Overby said. “It shows 
students what can be done with 
a nontraditional media like 
podcasts.”
Overby said that the decline 
of print journalism is creating 
more opportunities for less-
traditional journalism and said 
he was surprised by the podcast 
producers and reporters’ ability to 
cover the story in such depth.
“When you think about the 11 
pieces — essentially one-hour a 
piece — if you transferred that 
into words, that would be like 
40,000 words, which is like a 
small book,” Overby said.
Baran said that to fully capture 
the story, the “In the Dark” team 
had to research the complexities 
of race and the criminal justice 
system of both the past and 
present “to get to that level of 
detail so that people really think 
about what it means that a place 
has gone through something like 
(the Flowers case).”
“This trial never ends with 
Curtis, so we were looking at this 
as something we don’t really think 
can happen,” Baran said. “We 
think that this must be some sort 
of check or something — that the 
criminal justice system intervenes 
to prevent a case from going on 
this long — but the reality is that 
there’s not.”
Flowers remains on death 
row at the Mississippi State 
Penitentiary. Tucker Carrington, 
the founding director of the 
Mississippi Innocence Project 
and Clinic at the University of 
Mississippi School of Law, said 
during an interview for “In the 
Dark” that Flowers is now being 
legally represented by the George 
C. Cochran Innocence Project, an 
organization within the University 
of Mississippi School of Law 
dedicated to exonerating the 
wrongfully convicted.
PODCAST
continued from page 1
The Overby Center hosts the team behind American Public Media’s “In the Dark” 
podcast on Wednesday. 
PHOTO: PARKER GALLOWAY
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continued from page 1
Vitter’s comment in its response 
to the incident.
Meek School leadership wrote 
a statement in response to Meek’s 
post, calling it “highly offensive.”
“Earlier today, the donor whose 
name is on our school, Ed Meek, 
made a post on his personal 
Facebook account that we find 
highly offensive. This post is in no 
way associated with or represents 
our school, our students or our 
faculty. We are embarrassed by 
his actions,” the statement reads.
Meek School Dean Will Norton 
and Assistant Deans Patricia 
Thompson, Debora Wenger, Scott 
Fiene and Jennifer Simmons 
signed the statement. Thompson 
is assistant dean for student 
media and faculty adviser for The 
Daily Mississippian. The Student 
Media Center is an independent 
department within the Meek 
School of Journalism and New 
Media.
The Black Student Union’s 
statement also condemned 
Meek’s comments. The BSU 
wrote that “(Meek’s) statement 
has clear racial undertones that 
must be addressed.”
“The comments made by the 
namesake of the journalism 
program are not only sexist but 
also racially discriminatory,” the 
BSU’s statement reads. “These 
comments perpetuate the racist 
stigma that this university often 
carries and affects the retention 
and recruitment of African 
American students as well as 
underrepresented populations on 
this campus.”
Associated Student Body 
President Elam Miller released a 
statement just before 10:00 p.m. 
Wednesday in which he cited 
the UM Creed when denouncing 
Meek’s comments. He said the 
ASB “strongly denounces all 
actions that express prejudices 
towards any members of our 
community.”
“The recent comments 
posted on social media by 
UM alumnus and donor Ed 
Meek reflect both racism and 
sexism towards members of 
our community,” Miller said. 
“The racial undertones of the 
post are not representative 
of what we believe, stand for, 
or tolerate as a student body. 
We condemn such derogatory 
speech and objectification of 
valued individuals of the LOU 
Community.”
A petition titled “Remove Ed 
Meek’s Name From the Ole Miss 
School of Journalism,” created 
by senior public policy and 
political science major Raven 
Francomano, had garnered more 
than 620 signatures as of 10:55 
p.m. Wednesday.
“I felt that everything we have 
worked for as a student body to 
promote unity, inclusivity, and 
racial reconciliation has been 
hindered — and will continue 
to be — as long as this type of 
dialogue is dismissed without 
repercussion,” Francomano said.
Sam Cox, a senior integrated 
marketing and communications 
major and president of Rebels 
Against Sexual Assault, also 
voiced his concerns with Meek’s 
comments on Wednesday night. 
He said RASA does not condone 
any of the sentiments contained 
in Meek’s post.
“The pictures (Meek) took 
without (the women’s) consent, 
that’s completely inappropriate 
that should never be posted on 
social media,” Cox said. “No 
matter what you wear, it doesn’t 
imply anything about your 
consent to give sexual acts or your 
value as a person.”
Just after 9 p.m. on Wednesday 
night, the University of 
Mississippi’s first black ASB 
president, Nicholas “Nic” Lott, 
voiced support for Meek’s 
character and wrote that Meek’s 
post was made out of concern.
“Folks, I spoke with my friend 
Ed Meek an hour ago. I’ve known 
Ed since my days at Ole Miss. 
Ed has helped a lot of people 
throughout his career, including 
myself. Those pictures should not 
have been posted, but it doesn’t 
make him a racist,” Lott’s post 
reads. “He loves Oxford and he 
loves Ole Miss. He posted several 
people, white and black, from this 
weekend’s incidents. I believe he 
is just concerned about what took 
place.”
The Meek School’s “Guidelines 
for use of Social Media” 
encourage Meek School faculty 
to “be authentic” and to “take the 
high ground” whenever possible.
“Faculty should always think 
before they post, be civil to 
others and their opinions and 
not post personal information 
about others unless they have 
their explicit permission,” the 
guidelines dictate.
- Elam Miller, ASB President
The recent comments posted on 
social media by UM alumnus and 
donor Ed Meek reflect both racism 
and sexism towards members of our 
community. The racial undertones 
of the post are not representative of 
what we believe, stand for, or tolerate 
as a student body. We condemn such 
derogatory speech and objectification 
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Ole Miss physics professor 
Marco Cavaglia kicked off the 
seventh year of the Oxford 
Science Cafe on Tuesday night at 
Uptown Coffee on the Square.
The Science Cafe event hosts 
scientists and researchers from 
universities or research labs who 
give short, layman-level lectures 
on any topics within the scientific 
realm. This monthly event takes 
place at various coffee shops and 
eateries around Oxford.
“I think it is very important for 
people to hear about science — 
especially science that relates to 
what we do here at the University 
of Mississippi,” said Cavaglia, who 
has organized the event since its 
inception in 2011. “We encourage 
everyone to come — science nerds 
or not.”
Tuesday’s presentation 
was led by Jennifer Meyer, 
another physics professor at 
the university. Meyer discussed 
Enceladus, the sixth-largest of 
Saturn’s 53 confirmed moons, 
and its unique surface conditions.
“(Enceladus) has a surface 
temperature of (about) -200 
degrees Celsius, so we were 
expecting it to be sort of a large, 
dusty snowball of a frozen 
planet,” Meyer said. “But we were 
surprised to discover that there 
is actually a huge geyser coming 
out of (its) south pole and a liquid 
ocean under (its) surface.”
The 2005 Cassini mission 
to Enceladus made these 
discoveries, and scientists have 
been researching this moon 
ever since. The most likely 
source of the energy that powers 
the geysers and keeps the 
subterranean ocean liquid is tidal 
heating. The presence of liquid 
water, among other factors, has 
made Enceladus one of NASA’s 
prime spots to look for life.
Meyer spoke highly of the 
concept of the Science Cafe 
event and said that it is definitely 
something the Oxford community 
can benefit from.
“It’s really nice that a mixture of 
students, faculty and community 
members come to this,” Meyer 
said. “It’s an opportunity to share 
what we (scientists) know with 
people in other academic areas 
and the community.”
Cavaglia sees the cafe as the 
perfect setting for those who 
might not typically be devoted to 
a specific field of science to learn 
something new about it.
“It’s not teaching,” Cavaglia 
said. “It’s communicating science 
to the general public in a way 
that (laymen) can understand 
it. Doing it in a cafe makes it so 
much more casual than a typical 
lecture.”
This event is not unique to 
Oxford, however. There are 
hundreds of Science Cafes all over 
the world.
“The way I heard about it was 
by being invited to speak about 
black holes at one in North 
Carolina,” said Cavaglia. “I said, ‘I 
think this could work in Oxford, 
as well, because anyone can be 
interested in science.’”
Cavaglia says that the event is 
popular among Ole Miss students 
and draws a crowd from the 
Oxford community, as well.
“Once, a member of the 
audience described the Oxford 
Science Cafe as a live ‘Nova’ 
show,” Cavaglia said. “What’s 
better than learning about 
the latest developments in 
science, face-to-face with 
scientists? You can’t ask 
questions to your TV set.”
The next Oxford Science Cafe 
will be on Oct. 16, though its 
topic and location have yet to be 
determined.
UM professor discusses Saturn moon’s potential for life





Despite the turbulence of the 
fall semester, interested students 
found a moment of tranquility at 
a lecture given by Emily Burns, 
an assistant professor of art 
history at Auburn University, on 
Wednesday night in Bryant Hall.
The lecture, titled “Rosa 
Bonheur and the Transnational 
Identity Politics of the American 
West in France,” explored 
French Realism, an art style 
that flourished in the mid- to 
late 1800s, and its connection 
to gender struggles of the mid-
19th century. Burns’ lecture was 
sponsored by the departments 
of art and art history, history 
and modern languages as well 
as by the Sarah Isom Center for 
Women and Gender Studies.
Burns was asked to speak to 
Ole Miss students by Ole Miss art 
history professor Louise Arizzoli 
after the two met at a conference 
in 2017. The two professors 
share interests in 19th-century 
France, the American community 
in Paris, representations of 
America and depictions of Native 
Americans in European art.
Burns is the author of 
“Transnational Frontiers: The 
American West in France,” and 
her research has been supported 
by notable organizations such as 
the Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Smithsonian American Art 
Museum and the New England 
Regional Fellowship Consortium. 
She said she hopes her work 
affects social conversations.
“I hope my research 
foregrounds to intervene in social 
conversations, even if it doesn’t 
affect anything in society,” Burns 
said.
The lecture explored Europe 
in the mid-1800s by looking at 
the work of artist Rosa Bonheur, 
her contributions to the French 
Realism style and changing 
gender ideals of the time.
Despite this being an era during 
which art-making was a career 
available almost exclusively 
to men, Bonheur viewed this 
obstacle as an opportunity to 
challenge the roles society had 
placed on her and other women 
of the period. Bonheur clothed 
herself in men’s garments to gain 
access to subject matter beyond 
domestic life.
She also used her newly found 
freedom of artistic expression 
to pursue her interests in the 
American West. Despite never 
traveling to the American West, 
Bonheur was curious about 
its politics, Native American 
land rights and these issues’ 
relations to France. She found 
inspiration in these topics and 
made paintings that depicted her 
perception of the American West 
for about 10 years.
This art also related to gender 
roles. Bonheur used her art 
as an open stage for her own 
gender performance as a lesbian 
woman, which inspired others by 
challenging gender roles during 
a time when concepts such as 
sexual fluidity were unfathomable 
to most people.
Burns talked about how 
Bonheur’s work influenced art 
history, saying that through 
a modern lens, art historians 
who previously focused on 
Impressionism moved toward 
the theme of democratization 
and how multiple styles — 
such as French Realism and 
Impressionism — coexisted with 
one another.
The lecture was well-attended 
by students, some of whom, such 
as freshman political science 
major Anna Warden, saw 
parallels between Bonheur’s era 
and today.
“The lecture inspired me to 
view gender politics in France, 
in the American West and in my 
own society’s art forms a little 
bit differently,” Warden said. “If 
Rosa Bonheur could challenge 
such unheard-of ideals and be 
accepted centuries ago, people of 
today can definitely perceive new 
and contemporary notions with 
open arms.”
Throughout her lecture, Burns 
gave students insight into how 
French Realism can be applied 
in the realm of modern society. 
Burns argued that — just as 19th-
century French artists rejected 
conventional themes in an effort 
to fight for democratic reform 
— Ole Miss scholars can do the 
same with a newfound knowledge 
of how such revolutionary ideas 
operate.
“College is a riveting and 
exciting time,” Burns said. “It 
is a microcosm of the world 
and a small bubble that allows 
individuals to see the importance 
of diversity. Through topics 
such as French Realism and 
transnational identities, students 
are prompted to question the 
themes these objects raise in a 
relevant place.”
UM visiting assistant professor of physics Jennifer Meyer lectures about the climate conditions of Saturn’s moon 
Enceladus during the Science Cafe event on Wednesday. 
PHOTO: TREVISO DAVIS
PHOTO: PARKER GALLOWAY
Emily Burns, assistant professor of art history at Auburn, lectures about the connections between gender struggles in the 
1800s and French Realism. 
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Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only 
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account 
who order online from participating Domino’s® 
locations. Point redemption only valid online at 
participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or 
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can 
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to 
driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the 
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s 
IP Holder LLC.
Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ 
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For 
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.
39614
CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SOLUTION TO 9.19.2018 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Roasting rod
  5 Apr. addressee
  8 Stadium topper
12 Actor Lorenzo
14 Follow orders
15 “So be it”
16 Muse of love poetry
17 X-ray units










33  One who guides 
a ship
37 Golda of Israel
38 Museum piece
39  Title bestowed upon 
the wife of a raja











58  Indonesian resort 
island
60 Hoist
61  Wile E. Coyote’s 
supplier






  1 Go downhill fast?
  2 Trim
  3 Colorful computer
  4 French actor Jacques
  5 Construction beam
  6  Skin color of 
Washington football 
players!
  7  Affecting the whole 
body
  8 Roy’s “singin’ pardner”
  9 Leaves out







26 Body of an organism
27 Copied
28 Blood vessel
29 Shaft shot from a bow
30 Of the cheek
31 Singer McLachlan








45 Kofi of the U.N.
46 Freedom from war
47  Words on a 
Wonderland cake
49 Blue dye source
51 Prepared to drive
52 Thick slice





Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.





Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
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The Ole Miss soccer team 
will have a challenge at 6 
p.m. Thursday as the No. 19 
Tennessee Volunteers come 
to Oxford for the second 
conference match of the season 
for both the Rebels and the 
Volunteers.
The 6-1-1 Volunteers dropped 
in the rankings after a 2-0 loss 
to No. 13 South Carolina in 
their SEC opener and will try 
to get back on track at Ole Miss 
Soccer Stadium. The 7-3 Rebels 
are also hoping to get back to 
their winning ways after being 
shut out for the first time this 
season by Memphis over the 
weekend.
Head coach Matt Mott and 
the Rebels look forward to 
the opportunity to gain some 
momentum with an upset over 
a tough team as they head into 
the meat of conference play. 
However, the Ole Miss back line 
will have its hands full trying to 
contain a Tennessee attack that 
averages 2.25 goals per game 
on 18.9 shots per game.
“They are very good, very 
talented, very dangerous up 
front,” Mott said. “We have to 
be very good defensively.”
The Rebels opened SEC 
play with a grinding win over 
Alabama on Thursday. The 
game-winning goal came just 
before halftime off of a corner 
kick from Madison Smith to 
Grace Johnson. Johnson’s 
header found Molly Martin, 
who was able to put the ball in 
the back of the net.
The Rebels and goalkeeper 
Marnie Merritt fought hard to 
fend off an Alabama attack that 
produced 13 shots in the second 
half. The Ole Miss win was big 
in terms of improving team 
morale as the Rebels head into 
SEC play.
The team’s performance on 
Sunday against the Memphis 
Tigers in Oxford was not as 
impressive. Ole Miss failed to 
score a goal for the first time 
this season, which comes as a 
surprise with a prolific scorer 
like CeCe Kizer leading the 
team.
After conceding the first goal 
at home this season in the third 
minute of the game, the Rebels 
were unable able to recover and 
fell 0-2 to the Tigers.
“We have been very good in 
possession, and last night, we 
were not,” Mott said. “I think 
our energy level was not where 
it needed to be, and I take 
responsibility for that.”
The schedule will only get 
more challenging after the 
match on Thursday, as the 
Rebels will travel to Auburn 
to face the undefeated, No. 
11 Tigers on Sunday. The two 
upcoming games will be huge 
for Ole Miss, as they will give 
the Rebels the opportunity to 
show that they belong with the 
top teams in the SEC.
The Rebels will look to 
seniors Kizer and Merritt to 
help fight their way to the SEC 
Tournament this October in 
Orange Beach, Alabama.
Soccer team looks to stay undefeated in conference
JOSH CLAYTON
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
Grace Johnson kicks a corner kick on Sunday’s game versus Memphis. 
PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
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As junior defensive back 
Montrell Custis was helped off 
the field during Ole Miss’ 62-7 
loss to Alabama on Saturday, an 
already dire defensive situation 
got even worse.
Custis is the second member 
of the Rebels’ secondary to go 
down with a torn ACL in the 
first three weeks of the season. 
Cornerback and kick returner 
Jaylon Jones succumbed to 
a similar injury in the season 
opener versus Texas Tech.
Although this Rebel 
secondary was hailed as an 
experienced and versatile group 
heading into the season, the tale 
of the tape has told a different 
story, as Ole Miss has allowed 
over 1,000 passing yards in its 
first three games combined. 
So, if there’s one thing this 
floundering Landshark defense 
doesn’t need, it’s injuries, and 
head coach Matt Luke knows 
that.
“(Custis’ injury is) a tough 
blow to the secondary,” Luke 
said. “Vernon Dasher will 
have to step in there, and Cam 
Ordway (will) as well. And they 
will.”
Regardless of who takes over 
for Custis at the defensive back 
position, this Rebel secondary 
is suddenly much thinner than 
originally anticipated. Paired 
with a young and inexperienced 
front seven, this event has all 
the signs of a disaster in the 
making if some on Wesley 
McGriff’s unit can’t step up.
“I’m not happy at all with 
the defensive improvement,” 
McGriff said. “We should be 
far ahead of schedule than 
where we are right now, and the 
biggest thing I’m disappointed 
in is giving up the explosive 
plays early. There is some 
individual improvement, 
but now we need overall 
improvement to eliminate the 
explosive plays.”
Last week, Alabama had four 
plays of 20 yards or more in its 
rout of the Rebels and moved 
up and down the field with ease. 
Quarterbacks Tua Tagovailoa 
and Jalen Hurts picked apart 
the Ole Miss secondary as 
their team put up 49 points 
in the first half. Pair that with 
Alabama’s strong running game 
against a subpar Rebel front 
seven, and Ole Miss had no shot 
on Saturday.
Although McGriff claims 
that some of his players have 
improved on an individual level, 
defensive improvement across 
the board has yet to be seen. 
I have never been one to bash 
coaches or players, but what 
these issues boil down to is an 
amount defensive talent that is 
insufficient to handle the elite 
offenses in this conference. Both 
Luke and McGriff are known 
for being strong recruiters and, 
to be fair, haven’t had time to 
build their team with their own 
recruits yet, but this trend of 
missing out on top defensive 
talent has to be reversed — and 
reversed quickly.
In order to win (or just not 
be blown out) in the SEC, 
a team must have a strong 
defense. In this conference, 
the saying “defense wins 
championships” still holds 
true, and Ole Miss will never 
return to its former glory until 
talented defensive depth is 
added on the recruiting trail.
Sure, the injuries to Custis 
and Jones hurt this defense, 
and they hurt it bad. Both 
of these defensive backs are 
among the best coverage 
players the Rebels have. But 
even with them healthy and 
in the game, this defense still 
wouldn’t be strong enough to 
slow down other SEC offenses.
I said it at the end of the 
Alabama game, and I’ll say 
it again: This defense has to 
improve and improve quickly, 
or this season will be a struggle.
CLASSIFIEDS  
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Ole Miss’ secondary further plagued by injuries
JOHN MACON GILLESPIE
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
Jaylon Jones tries to find his way through the defense during the game versus Alabama on Sept. 30, 2017. 
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An underwhelming showing 
by the Ole Miss defense 
in the first half against 
Southern Illinois and a 
complete collapse under the 
weight of Alabama’s talented 
offense had many Rebel 
fans discouraged and calling 
for changes in personnel. 
However, in the middle of 
the defense, several young 
linebackers have flashed 
potential and stepped up 
after being thrown into the 
spotlight almost immediately.
“That’s why I came to Ole 
Miss: to help the linebackers 
out,” freshman linebacker 
Jacquez Jones said. “That’s 
what I’m trying to do to put 
us in a better situation to help 
win games.”
The trio of Jones, 
freshman Kevontae’ Ruggs 
and sophomore Mohamed 
“Momo” Sanogo offers a 
glimpse into the future of the 
Ole Miss defense. Jones was 
one of three true freshmen 
on the defense to receive 
meaningful playing time 
on Saturday and recorded 
a team-leading nine total 
tackles. Fellow true freshman 
Keidron Smith led the team in 
solo tackles, with five. Ruggs 
received the start at outside 
linebacker and recorded four 
total tackles, and Sanogo had 
three solo tackles among his 
total of four.
“I like the way (Jones) is 
playing,” head coach Matt 
Luke said. “He doesn’t mind 
contact. He has a nose for 
the football. (He) just has to 
kind of, you know, read and 
diagnose things a little bit 
faster, but I think that will 
come with time.”
While experience does 
lead to improvement for the 
inexperienced group, the 
current iteration of the Ole 
Miss defense is statistically 
one of the worst in the nation. 
Three weeks into the season, 
the defense ranks 126th 
out of 129 FBS teams, and 
it has allowed 6.27 yards 
per play, despite playing 
an FCS team and a Texas 
Tech team that lacked its 
starting quarterback for a 
majority of the game. Luke 
acknowledged the difficulty 
of relying on true freshmen 
and sophomores to fulfill the 
sky-high expectations of an 
SEC defense.
“The issue is (that) they’re 
not playing against the same 
schemes every week,” Luke 
said. “It’s the same defensive 
calls, but they have to relate to 
different things. So that just 
comes with experience … there 
are some growing pains there.”
Jones echoed Luke’s 
statements and touched on 
the struggles that arise during 
the transition from tackling 
high school players to likely 
first-round draft picks in less 
than a year.
“The big adjustment is 
staying on film. In high 
school, you could just go out 
there and play,” Jones said. 
“When you watch film, it 
helps you out a lot because it 
slows the game down.”
Though the young 
linebackers have recently 
seen a lot of playing time, 
upperclassmen — who, as a 
result of this, haven’t received 
as much — have acted as 
mentors on and off the field, 
which has been a source of 
support for the young players.
“(Senior linebacker Detric) 
Bing-Dukes and (junior 
linebacker) Willie (Hibbler), 
they help me out a lot,” Jones 
said. “At first my eyes were 
big, and I didn’t know what 
I was doing. But they kind of 
took me in and showed me 
what to do, how to learn and 
all of that, so it helped me out 
a lot.”
Ruggs and Jones are both 
Alabama natives, and their 
relationship dates back to 
their participation on the 
2017 Alabama High School 
All-Star team. The chemistry 
they developed then extends 
to Oxford today, and it has 
helped with their adjustments 
to the faster pace of the 
college game.
“When we’re out there, we 
kind of have chemistry, so 
we know what each other is 
going to do,” Jones said.
FLINT CHRISTIAN
THEDMSPORTS@GMAIL.COM
Young linebackers hope to mature throughout season
Ole Miss defense attempts to stop Alabama during Saturday’s game. Alabama won the game 62-7. 
PHOTO: CHRISTIAN JOHNSON
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